
New Vine Fellowship Sermon Outline JULY 5, 2026 
Message: “After the Cross” pt 7 

I. FOUNDATIONS: 
 John 3:16 (NIV)  
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall 
not perish but have eternal life. 
 John 14:6 (NIV)  
6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me.”  

Acts 4:11-12 (NIV)  
(Peter before Sanhedrin) 
11 Jesus is “ ‘the stone you builders rejected, which has become the cornerstone.’ 12 Salvation is 
found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be 
saved.” 
 

II. REVIEW: JOHN  
 A. What About John          John 21:20-22 (NLT)  
20 Peter turned around and saw behind them the disciple Jesus loved—the one who had leaned over 
to Jesus during supper and asked, “Lord, who will betray you?” 21 Peter asked Jesus, “What about 
him, Lord?” 22 Jesus replied, “If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you? As for 
you, follow me.” 

B. Rumor          John 21:23 (NLT)  
23 So the rumor spread among the community of believers that this disciple wouldn’t die. But that 
isn’t what Jesus said at all. He only said, “If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to 
you?”  

C. Written Record          John 21:24-25 (NLT)  
24 This disciple is the one who testifies to these events and has recorded them here. And we know 
that his account of these things is accurate. 25 Jesus also did many other things. If they were all 
written down, I suppose the whole world could not contain the books that would be written. 
 

III. JERUSALEM INTERIM 
 A. Luke’s Second Book          Acts 1:1-2 (NLT)  
1 In my first book I told you, Theophilus, about everything Jesus began to do and teach 2 until the day 
he was taken up to heaven after giving his chosen apostles further instructions through the Holy 
Spirit. 

B. Forty Days          Acts 1:3-5 (NLT)  
3 During the forty days after he suffered and died, he appeared to the apostles from time to time, and 
he proved to them in many ways that he was actually alive. And he talked to them about the Kingdom 
of God. 4 Once when he was eating with them, he commanded them, “Do not leave Jerusalem until 
the Father sends you the gift he promised, as I told you before. 5 John baptized with water, but in just 
a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 

 
 
 



C. Your Kingdom?          Acts 1:6-8 (NLT)  
6 So when the apostles were with Jesus, they kept asking him, “Lord, has the time come for you to 
free Israel and restore our kingdom?” 7 He replied, “The Father alone has the authority to set those 
dates and times, and they are not for you to know. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, 
throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

D. Ascension          Acts 1:9 (NLT)  
9 After saying this, he was taken up into a cloud while they were watching, and they could no longer 
see him. 

E. His Return          Acts 1:10-11 (NLT)  
10 As they strained to see him rising into heaven, two white-robed men suddenly stood among them. 
11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why are you standing here staring into heaven? Jesus has been taken 
from you into heaven, but someday he will return from heaven in the same way you saw him go!” 

F. Upper Room          Acts 1:12-13 (NLT)  
12 Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives, a distance of half a mile. 13 
When they arrived, they went to the upstairs room of the house where they were staying. Here are 
the names of those who were present: Peter, John, James, Andrew, Philip, Thomas, Bartholomew, 
Matthew, James (son of Alphaeus), Simon (the Zealot), and Judas (son of James). 

G. The Gathering          Acts 1:14-15 (NLT) 
14 They all met together and were constantly united in prayer, along with Mary the mother of Jesus, 
several other women, and the brothers of Jesus. 15 During this time, when about 120 believers were 
together in one place, Peter stood up and addressed them. 

H. The Church          Acts 2:42 (NLT)  
42 All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, and to sharing in 
meals (including the Lord’s Supper), and to prayer. 
 

IV. PAUL’S TESTIMONY 
 A. Good News          1 Corinthians 15:1-2 (NLT)  
1 Let me now remind you, dear brothers and sisters, of the Good News I preached to you before. You 
welcomed it then, and you still stand firm in it. 2 It is this Good News that saves you if you continue to 
believe the message I told you—unless, of course, you believed something that was never true in the 
first place.  

B. TRUTH: Raised from Dead          1 Corinthians 15:3-4 (NLT)  
3 I passed on to you what was most important and what had also been passed on to me. Christ died 
for our sins, just as the Scriptures said. 4 He was buried, and he was raised from the dead on the 
third day, just as the Scriptures said. 

C. TRUTH: Seen By The Disciples          1 Corinthians 15:5-7 (NLT)  
5 He was seen by Peter and then by the Twelve. 6 After that, he was seen by more than 500 of his 
followers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. 7 Then he was seen by 
James and later by all the apostles. 

D. TRUTH: Seen By Me          1 Corinthians 15:8-9 (NLT) 
8 Last of all, as though I had been born at the wrong time, I also saw him. 9 For I am the least of all 
the apostles. In fact, I’m not even worthy to be called an apostle after the way I persecuted God’s 
church. 

V. Final Question:       Have we/you met Him? 


